APPENDIX 3.12-A

LETTERS TO STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE




Q

_ 400 Sevenih St., S.W.
gtS.Depgrot:“lgr,gn Wash::.lgt. 3.’:.5 a:vsoo
Federal Railrood SR
Administration

NQV 15 2002
Dr. Knox Mellon

State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Subject: Program EIR/EIS for Proposed Callfornia High Speed Rail Program
Dear Dr. Mellon:

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) wishes to initiate consuitation with you under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act as part of the environmental review
process for the praposed California High Speed Rail Program. The FRA and the California High
Speed Rail Authority (Authority) in partnership have begun the preparation of a Program
(EIR/EIS) for a proposed High Speed Rail System connecting the major urban centers of
California. This initial phase of environmental review will evaluate system aiternatives and
alternative high speed rail routes. Later phases of this tiered review process will evaluate site-
specific environmental impacts as appropriate.

The FRA and the Authority have cancluded that implementation of the High Speed Rail Program
Is likely to involve Federal actions under the National Environmental Policy Act and Federal
undertakings under the National Historic Preservation Act, including possible railread safety
regulatory actions, approvals to cross Federally-owned land and rights of way, and potential
Federal financial support. The FRA, an operating administration with the United States
Department of Transportation, is serving as lead IFederal agency. The Autherity, a state agency
established by the state Legislature and authorized fo plan, construct, and operate a high speed
rail system in California (See Cal. Public Utilities Code section 185000 et seq.), will be the lead
agency for the state (CEQA) review. The IFRA is authorizing the Authority to initiate
consultations with your office for this program in accordance with 36 C.F.R. 800.2(c)(4).
However, FRA will remain legally responsibie fo- all Section 106 findings and determinations.
Because to the best of our knowledge, the undertaking will not affect any tribal lands, as defined
in 36 C.F.R. 800.16(x), it does not appear that il will be necessary to initiate consultation with
Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, [36 C.F.R. 800.3(d)].

We propose a phased identification effort, as provided for in 36 CFR 800.4(b)(2). Initial steps to
identify historic properties will be taken as pait of the current Program EIR/EIS [36 CFR
800.4(a)]. We suggest that in the near future we designate an appropriate area of potential
effects (APE) for this undertaking {36 CFR 800.4(a)(1)] in relation to the proposed coridors and
locations, which typically follow existing railroad clignments and highway routes or are adjacent
to existing airports. Recards searches for the APE will be obtained from the appropriate
Information Centers of the California Historical Fesources Information System. For resources
that are integral to the altematives, such as LA Jnion Station, additional consultation will take
place with local historic preservation interests. In addition, the Native American Heritage
‘Commission will be asked to search its Sacred Lznds file and to provide lists of Native American



contacts for the APE. Letters will be sent to the appropriate Native American contacts on the
lists. The letters will provide information about the project and request information about any
traditional cultural properties, which could be affected by the project [36 CFR 800.4(a)(4)].

We will shortly be asking for your review of the historic and archeological assessment
methodologies proposed for use in this effort. The Authority divided the statewide system into
five regions and has consulting teams for each ragion, who will prepare environmental impact
assessments. They will rank the sensitivity (hich, medium, or low) of the alternatives being
studied in the Program EIR/EIS using the results of the records searches, cambined with
knowledge of the prehistory and history of the raglon. This Information will be provided in a
technical report and summarized in the programmatic EIR/EIS. The FRA and the Authority will
involve the public through the EIR/EIS process [36i CFR 800.2(d)(3); 36 CFR 800.3(e)].

Other identification steps, including field surveys, would be performed after the Program
EIR/EIS has been completed and routes have been selected for further engineering detail and
environmental evaluation. These later identification efforts would be part of project-specific
environmental revlews for the spacific routes and are not part of the current undertaking.

We request your comments on our proposed implementation of the first steps in the Section 106
pracess for this undertaking. FRA would also suggest that it might be appropriate for the FRA,
the Authority, and the Office of Historic Preservation to enter into a Programmatic Memorandum
of Agreement at the conclusion of this Program EIR/EIS process, which would guide second tier
environmental studies. We look forward to your consideration of this step and to the
consultative procass for this regionally significant project. g

The FRA point of contact reganding this consultation will be Mr. David Valenstein, Environmental
Program Manager, who can be reached at (202) 493-6368 or by email
[david.valenstein@fra.dot.gov]. Please contact him should your have any questions of concerns
about this program. The California High Speed Flail Authority may be reached by telephone at
(916) 324-1541 and will follow this letter with additional correspondence.

Sincerely,

/

ark achmetz
Assocfdte Administrator
For Railrcad Development

CC: California High Speed Rail Authority
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